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“At CYSC, we did a lot of fun activities. We also went to Mass every day and had adoration almost every single day. Adoration 

was probably my favorite part of CYSC. I had so much fun and I can’t wait to come back next year!”  
- Anonymous 6th grader - 

 
“At camp, we watched a drama called, “Going Through the Motions.” It was about people who did everything at Mass, but 
didn’t know why they did them. That is what I felt like before camp. During camp we learned why we did them. At camp we 
did activities like a rock wall, a giant swing, and paintball. If you’re asking what this has to do with God, I’ll tell you. During 

the activities, you said, “Jesus, I trust in You!” It taught you to let God have all your problems. Now, not only do I want to go 
to Mass every day, but I actually understand why we do what we do during Mass. I had an OUTSTANDING time at CYSC.”  

- Anonymous 6th grader - 
 

“I had an amazing time at CYSC! The high adventure activities were so much fun. My favorite of the high adventure activities 
would be the giant swing. Adoration and club were so much fun, too. This camp brought me so much closer to God. Also 

receiving Jesus every day at Mass was amazing as well. I had so much fun here!”  
- Anonymous 6th grader - 

 
“At CYSC I became way closer to God. I had a very good time. I met a lot of new people. I stayed in a cabin with 8 other girls 

and my camp counselor, Sarah. When I was at CYSC the activities were very fun. We went rock wall climbing. I got pretty 
high. Then we also played paintball and I got hit like 16 times but it didn’t even hurt. Only one of them did. We also went on 
the VPP (vertical play pen). We also went on the high ropes course. We went on the blob, the obstacle course, ziplining, and 
canoeing. We also did a beat drop before every meal and whoever the loudest small group was would get to get in line first. 

We had prayer lab every morning and Hannah was our lab leader. She was funny. We also swam every day. We went to church 
every day and that was cool. And we went to Eucharistic Adoration, which was very inspiring. CYSC was very fun and exciting 

and you should really go. Thank you to all of the parishioners at St. Nicholas who donate to help kids attend CYSC!”  
- Anonymous 6th grader - 

 
“I don’t even know where to start. Camp was so fun I didn’t want to leave. The activities like rock wall, high ropes, giant 

swing, paintball, archery tag, and even more were so fun. My cabin was filled with fun and kind hearted people I will never 
forget, and my counselor was so nice and fun! What I loved most of all was worship. I could feel, hear and see God in ways I 

never have. I even rested in the Spirit, that’s when you can’t control yourself from falling to the ground (I couldn’t get up for a 
little while though), laughing, and even crying, but you feel so pure and so happy. I felt so filled and complete. I want to say so 
much more, but then this paper wouldn’t end. So far this was the best experience of my life. I can’t wait to go back next year.”  

- Anonymous 7th grader – 
 

“Catholic Youth Summer Camp was an experience I will never forget. I got to do so many fun activities and meet so many 
awesome people. But most importantly I got to encounter Jesus in a way that I never have before. The activities are so 

exciting. There's paintball, high ropes, vertical playpen, and many others. All of the activities are extremely enjoyable! All of the 
people I met at camp were so supportive and caring. I was placed in a small group with eight other girls who were so kind and 
loving. My counselor was amazing and she showed Jesus' love. All of the staff and campers are so fun and help you grow in so 

many ways. My encounter with Jesus was magnificent! Throughout the week of camp, I felt Jesus' love so deeply! When I 
rested in The Holy Spirit, I had an overwhelming joy that I can't explain. I couldn't keep myself from laughing and crying. At 

that time, I felt the closest to The Lord than I ever have. Camp showed me that Jesus will never leave my side or anybody 
else's. If you go to camp, your life will be forever changed for the better!”  

- Anonymous 7th grader – 
 

“Dear Catholic Youth Camp Sponsors, 
Thank you for your contribution to Catholic Summer Camp. My week-long experience was amazing! I learned so 

many things, such as stop going through the motions and pay attention to the Mass a little more. I enjoyed adoration and 
confession because Jesus was right there. Paintball, archery tag, and lake time were my favorite activities. I felt like I was 

blessed when I was there with my small group and counselor and others. I even felt the Holy Spirit! I had a great time! Thank 
you, again.”  

- Anonymous 8th grader - 



 
 

“I had a great time at Catholic Youth Summer Camp. I had a very fun time doing all of the activities and learning more about 
being a Catholic. Some of the activities I especially liked were the zip line and the rock wall. I also liked all of the times we had 

club with our group and we had outside adoration.”  
- Anonymous 8th grader - 

 
“My experience at Catholic Youth Summer Camp was amazing. This was my first year at the camp and to be honest I wasn’t 

sure how the week would go. The first day I got to meet so many people in my cabin. Some people came all the way from 
Florida. We went to church every day and got to listen to amazing worship music. This camp made going to church so much 

fun. Throughout the week, my relationship with Christ kept getting stronger and stronger every day. We did some fun 
activities as well, such as paintballing, ziplining, canoeing, obstacle courses in the lake, swimming (almost every day) and rock 
wall climbing. We also learned how to make bread. One main activity through the week was color wars. Towards the end of 

the week, we did color war battles playing capture the flag and many more. Every night we would have club, and that is when 
we would have skits and sing worship music. Club always had everyone on their feet, jumping up & down, having our hands in 
the air praising the Lord, our Savior. Club was always super fun for me. The camp taught me that God will always be there for 
me, and that through Him all things are possible. After club, we went into small group and reflected on how the skits related 

to us and our lives and how God is trying to speak through the skits to us. Everyone was super nice. Lastly, on Wednesday, we 
planned to have adoration on the lake, but it ended up raining, so we had adoration inside as well as confession. I could 

endlessly talk more and more about what we did. I can’t wait to go back next year. My relationship with God has never been 
stronger.”  

- Anonymous 9th grader - 
 
“Have you ever just walked into a place, and everyone was welcoming and supportive. That usually doesn’t happen, but this is 
what it is like every day at CYSC. This year of my camp has been my greatest experience yet. During the week I encountered 

Jesus through the simplest things we did there. At lunch one day, a brother was talking to me, but in the middle of our 
conversation he just stopped. He told me that the Holy Spirit has great things in store for me, and that I just have to ask if I 
want to receive them. He also told me that Jesus wants to make this year at camp the most powerful week I have ever had. 

After he told me this, I told my counselor, and she said that my prayers will be heard and they can change the world. At 
adoration one night, our counselor prayed over every girl in my small group. After my counselor prayed over me, I cried until I 
had no more tears left to cry. I instantly fell to the floor and couldn’t stand up or walk. Damascus is such a powerful place, and 

the missionaries who work there helped me see that I can do anything through Christ. They helped me see that I can change 
the lives of my classmates, and we can help each other grow through Jesus and his church.”  

- Anonymous 9th grade - 
 

“So, this year was my fourth year of going to CYSC, and it was just as good as it always is. CYSC has changed my life and it’s 
allowed me to see how I can give my life to God and help Him build the kingdom of Heaven here on Earth. They do so much 

there to show each kid who God truly is and how He loves all of us individually more than we could ever imagine. Every 
missionary there is so obviously on fire for the Lord, and they spread that love for Him to everyone around them. They’ve 
taught me to hear God’s voice wherever I am, and now I actually know His voice so well that I can hear it over any other 
voice. There are so many other gifts that kids receive there, too. Nearly every week there are both spiritual and physical 
healings as well as people speaking in tongues and resting in the Spirit all around. This happens because these kids have 
learned to receive whatever God wishes to give them, and if He gives His whole self to us then we can’t help but give 

ourselves back to Him. I think it would be amazing if everyone could experience what camp is like, because it is very likely that 
it will change their lives in the best way possible.”  

- Anonymous 11th grader -  
 

“This year at camp was such an amazing experience! The atmosphere at the Damascus Campus is so positive and uplifting, 
and it’s so moving to be surrounded by people who are living for Christ. One day at camp we were asked about discerning 

missionary life. They asked anyone who was discerning to be a missionary to stand up so they could pray over us, so I decided 
to stand up. One of the program staff counselors asked if she could pray over me, and I said yes. She put her hand on my 

shoulder and started praying, and immediately I felt the Holy Spirit fill me. The Holy Spirit’s presence in that instance was the 
strongest and most beautiful encounter I have ever had. I was filled with joy and confidence, and I truly felt that the Lord was 
calling me to the missionary life. Camp is always the best week of my year, and I am excited to start living a small missionary 
life at my school by serving others and leading my classmates to a stronger relationship with the Lord. I can’t wait to take my 
missionary life to the next level, and I thank Catholic Youth Summer Camp for helping me realize how important it is to live 

for Christ!”  
- Anonymous 11th grader - 


